
Dave Round 
 

A winter’s diary – The on-going story of building my 7F 
 
The following text is taken from notes I made whilst in the Covid-19 lockdown during the 2020/21 
winter months. 
 
Cylinder drain pipes. 1 side done, almost!  
 
Realisation! Just when you thought you had covered every angle… I thought had sorted out the loco 
body and covered everything. Then looking through my 7F photo catalogue, which I took over the 
years (many of them showing fine details) I saw a photo that stopped me in my tracks... there are 
front buffer beam horizontal strengthening plates across the corners. The piston rod extensions fit 
above them…  Oops! 
 
So, this morning’s work was making the two plates.... These will be araldite into position. I’ve got to 
make the valve extensions and long piston rod extensions as well. I might be gone for a while! So 
near and yet so far!  
 
Spent the day making the missing piston and valve front covers. Doesn’t look too bad. Now waiting for 
the Araldite to harden off.    
 
Made some progress yesterday. Going to do a bit this morning, but only small planning things, re 
valve gear. Next job, finish the sand pipes. Looking outside, it’s not a day for venturing out to the 
garage. 
 
I machined the valve and piston extension rods yesterday, which are now fitted… so it’s getting 
closer! Some days raring to go, others, not quite up to speed. Today I think is one of the latter! 
 
Well, it’s on the move this morning with the 1st union link made. I have bought Premier ones, but 
these are not forked at the end and about 2mm short! So, I’ve used the etches from the kit which are 
right!  Now onto the 2nd. 
 
Spent the morning getting the drivers side valve gear to move freely. I’ve got a sense of relief! The 
secret was to use a thin piece of paper behind the combination lever to check the clearance against 
the cross-head piston rod joint. There was plenty of space after filing back the soldered joint! The 
rotation was being stopped by the bottom of the valve rod to combination knuckle joint that I’d made 
yesterday. I hadn’t put enough of a 45-degree angle on the bottom of it, which was acting as a buffer 
stop! Once the rest of the gear is in place it should stop the lifting syndrome at the end of the stroke. 
Nearly there! 
 
Just in the process of making the 2nd valve knuckle joint. It’s taken all morning to create a piece 
4.5mm x 4.35 with a vertical (blind) slot in the end, to receive the combination lever. Going to leave it 
today, to give my eyes a rest! The valve rod fitting is next. 
 
I spent this morning setting up the scratch-built brake valve, so it can be easily (?) installed after 
painting and glazing the cab interior. Going to draw up the regulator next and make that. Doesn’t look 
too bad from a distance! 
 
The regulator is well on and I will test fit to the back head, to give me an idea as to the length (and 
visual effect) of the lower part of handle. In reality it may be an odd shape visually. The double 
position handle was developed for better vision, especially when going back onto stock. It makes 
sense. Of course, drivers in 1911, when the 1st locos were built, had to stand for the duration of their 
journey. No comforts there! I wonder how many of them sat on the reverser! Of course, the brake and 
regulator were very adjacent! No. 53809 the loco will become. It’s a throwback to the Blackmoor Vale 
Expresses, in the late 1980s. My son Richard and I came back to Salisbury from Andover light engine 
in the support coach. I had friends on the Butterly support crew! So, at a gentle 45 miles an hour in 
high summer during the early evening was a trip to be remembered!  
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